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l)eat'Mr. f inger:

Tlank you for lhr.r opporiunity to conrment ofi the proposcd NpDgS llfnnit for wastcwaterdischargc ftom the Rivel Rock casino ilt sonomo corrnry, calilbrnia, I nppr.cciats the tire andcffbr t you and yrrur leam hRvc put into this projcct,

Cornmettts tnade at thc public hcnring in ccyservillc, parlicularly those of]-ered by Sononrecotrnty cou[scl and lhe Executivc o]frccr orrrr. r.torirr i:rrrr n"gi;r.r wnrer eualily controllloatd (NCRWQB), roinforced rny ow.n conclusion thfit the tlibc fr'as not proviclcrl sufficir:nl rlarato ndequatcly svahtate its npplicaiion. Thcrefore, it woulcl t 
" 

pronr*ii,r* to i$snc a pe;nrit ar tlislirrtc.

I,atn rcspcctftrlly rcqucsling that lltc h'ibe he directed to supplement its applicntion arrd lhat e linntdcrcision onlhc pcrmif be poslponed urrlil such tinrc as the new crarir car be cvalrrlrcd- I arlr nlsolsqucsling thnt arlothcr public hearing be schcclule cl-oncc th. r"ppi"r*nlnl clata has burcn providccland thnt the public c.mrnerrt pcriotl o'n thc proposcd pcrmit be extcnde.cJ ncc'rdirrgly.

"spccifically, tl.re applicarrt has not ati:quatcly dcnonstratcrl tlrat tlre proposcd disclrnrgc channcfslr;lVu (hc calrying capacity to accolrmodatc ihe anroilnt oIwastewatcr l]r;rt could bc produceLl bytlt(i tribc's trcat'nent olarrt' Actditionally,lo pcrcolation o, ,uuporuiiln studies wcrc providcd tSafdenlonstrate that llrc iischorgc fr.oni thc charr'ncls woLrtd not irnpact {he c.risting pr.ivatc lonrls.Thc clata is olso insufficic't i'that it rloes not address the potcntiar fsr tr.,,-atccf wastewator lo scer)ol infiltratc into existing privatc dorrrestic wells.

I:urtltcr, I anl lcrlttusting lhat thc proposal ro clischarge into Slrcam A-l bc clinriratcd fi-onr the
ncrr11, According to the NCRWCB, rhi-c woulcl coristitu,* o ,lir.i.rrrg, inro on jsolaletl warer antlworrlcl bc a vicrlatiorr of the statc's tsnsin pJan. I irndcrsl'nd thnt thc ilriue i, not obrig.ted toJilll<-rw thc Ilasin l)lan, but sincu (hey havc voluntarily agrcecl to clo s', it woukl lrc a 'risjuclgrnc'rlo grant I tvaive r 1'or s uc,h ftn rrr]oilh'dox priiposal. ii iJsimply *ron j on its fiicc for one c_nt ily rolle 'blc Io usc the private propcrry of orrrcrs for a,r.rpc,, criscrrorgc channer.

I ant also dl.sappoirrtccl ljut neillicr EI,A nor the tribc conferrecl witlr alfected prr)pcrty o\vtlers onthe possible irnpacts of the di.rcharges through ancl on theirprrrpcrly. ngain, I upclers{an6 tlerc is
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no obligation to clo $o, but in tlro spirit of oooperation anLJ bcttcr understanciing, il was an
u n fo rl rrn;rte ovc r"tigh t.

As yorr wcre ttlnrlc ilware 0t thc publio ircaring, the environnicntal irnpacts olrhis propo,rcd pcrmit
lf f* renching' With any o.thet applicarrt, af crrviromlental inrpnet srnteme[t pursuantto thcNationnl littvirontttcrtlal l'olicy ncr'1t'tr,:n,,f; would be r*qu;*.i io t rlp iOcntifyl isolate grld-
rcmcdy ;lotuntial problcnis beforo they occur. h is both rr.,asonable nnd plutlrrit'for EpA l()exercisc its discfetion and tequirc compliance with thc Hfpn ."vi"r pro.oss. I respcctfully
rcqrrcst that this bs done h*fore any pcnnir is issued, .

h your llriefing with rtte in Napa, one of your {eilm stated fhat it was irrporlnnl fronr EpA,rr
pmsp0clive thnt this.applicant be trentcd no diflercnlly lhni any ottru fipplicant. Ilespcctfully, osa sovereign tlalion, this npplicant is ditferent. Wtrile your attoincys huu" 

"*pr.rrcd 
confidencc

th:tt privato citize us ltnvu legal rccodrse against any NPDlls pcrmit hofdcr, tirere are p*i,outy unt"qllalnumbcr of nllorneys who bclievc juit nr titnrty lhat tribal sovcrcignty is a shie1l og,il;t
prlvatc suits' Since this is unsettled, thc bcsl way to protect the intcrosls of both thc tribc and
ncighboring liltrtl ownets would be to make uurrih. pennit is as comprehersivr) as porribic- lr i,lar bctter to anticipatc problenrs and buitcl in solutioris thrin to rely afier thc fhct on o t*gut i,;,rrr,tythal nlay tr()t, BXist,

ln surnnrary, discharge irito Streaur A- I should bo elirninated fi'onr consideration arrcl nny dccisiolr
on this perlnit shonld bc delayed urtlil nrore data is provided in an snyiroumental impaci
stalsllncnt itt ncc'ordanee with NEFA and thr) publiciras hnd tho opporfunity to comnrent on 'nyrcv is'ions.

'lhurk you for your consiclcratiou olnry r.etnerks and pleosc call me at nly Nfipa ojfice if you
ruccd clarification or amplilicatiorr of any of rhc points I havo raised.

Sincerely,

l 'v?ii^W
MIKII TIIOMPSON
Mcmber of Congruss


